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Abstract
Integrated crop-livestock systems maximize land use, infrastructure and labor; diversify production; and minimize costs, thereby
reducing risks and adding value to agricultural products. However, growing mechanically harvested crops can negatively affect soil
structure, reducing plant biomass productivity. The present study aimed to evaluate soil compaction and its effects on the forage
productivity of sunflower and Brachiaria brizantha cv. BRS Paiaguas during the second cropping period. The experiment was
conducted as a split-plot randomized complete block design with four replications. Four compaction levels represented by traffic
from an agricultural tractor were established: 0 (absence of compaction), 2, 10 and 30 passes over the same spot. Two forage
-1
systems were established in the subplots: sunflower grown solely as a monocrop (40,000 plants ha ) or intercropped with Paiaguas
-1
palisadegrass (10 plants linear m ). The following parameters were quantified: soil bulk density, plant height, capitulum diameter
and 1000-achene weight for sunflower; stem length and the leaf/stem ratio for Paiaguas palisadegrass; and total and partitioned
forage productivity. The results showed that sunflower was highly sensitive to soil compaction and that the development and
productivity of this species decreased in response to the greatest bulk density, which in turn affected the Paiaguas palisadegrass.
Overall, intercropping is recommended for increased forage productivity.
Keywords: Helianthus annuus (L.); Brachiaria brizantha; second cropping period; crop-livestock integration; soil structural
degradation
Abbreviations: Aw_hot or humid tropical climate; Bd_soil bulk density; Bdb_beneficial bulk density; BdcLLWR_critical bulk density for
3
plant growth based on the least limiting water range; Bdc MAC_critical bulk density for a reduction in macroporosity to 0.10 dm dm
3
; Bdi_initial bulk density; BdT0_bulk density in the absence of additional compaction; BdT2_bulk density under two passes of the
tractor; BdT10_bulk density under ten passes of the tractor; BdT30_bulk density under thirty passes of the tractor; CLI: crop-livestock
integration; DAS_days after sowing; GO_Goias state; Ki_SiO2/Al2O3 molar ratio; Kr_SiO2/Al2O3 + Fe2O3 molar ratio; LLWR_least
limiting water range; Pd_particle density; T0_absence of additional compaction; T10_ten passes of the tractor; 0, 2, 10 and 30
passes; T30_thirty passes of the tractor
Introduction
The Brazilian response to the increased global food demand
includes land use intensification, which, in the Cerrado, is
achieved via exploitation of Latosols (Santos et al., 2018;
Oxisols according to the U.S. Soil Taxonomy or Ferralsols in
the World Reference Base for Soil Resources). These soils are
potentially apt for mechanized agriculture with high
operational yield because of the relatively noncompact
nature of that region (Silva et al., 2014).
However, intensive land use resulting from indiscriminate
traffic of agricultural machinery and/or cattle can cause soil

compaction. During soil compaction, the soil bulk density
(Bd) increases as the air-filled pore space decreases, thereby
decreasing water infiltration and storage in the soil and
increasing the resistance to crop root penetration (Severiano
et al., 2011).
It is therefore crucial to adopt technological innovations that
allow the recovery of degraded areas and reduce climate
and business risks throughout the year. Crop-livestock
integration (CLI) plays a unique role in the sustainability of
both agriculture and cattle raising (Macedo et al., 2009;
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Martha Júnior et al., 2011). CLI can facilitate the recovery of
soil productivity on the basis of soil loosening via biological
processes and the formation of straw for no-tillage systems
in succession (Flávio Neto et al., 2015).
In order for a soil to both be an essential component of the
environment and support plants for the production of food,
its structure needs to be preserved. Quality indicators can be
used to measure soil structure, which can be determined
from the association of simple soil attributes with the use of
pedotransfer functions. However, the association of these
types of mathematical models with crop productivity is rare.
Information concerning soil clay content, for example, allows
the establishment of critical values of Bd on the basis of the
least limiting water range (LLWR) (Severiano et al., 2011).
In the Brazilian savanna, a second grain crop is grown
immediately after the summer crop is harvested; this second
cropping period is characterized by a change in season, from
the rainy summer to the dry winter, while the sowing stage
is extended from January to March. Traditionally, corn and
sorghum are cultivated via monocropping or intercropping
with grasses, especially those of the genus Brachiaria (Trin.)
Griseb. (syn. Urochloa P. Beauv.) (Ceccon et al., 2012);
however, for the second crop, owing to its rapid growth and
resistance to water stress, sunflower (Helianthus annuus L.)
is a better option for late planting when water scarcity
increases crop risks (Silva et al., 2009).The recently released
Brachiaria brizantha cv. BRS Paiaguas is a promising forage
cultivar for use in CLI because it presents high interharvest
production; the plants do not flower during this period, thus
allowing the increase of the nutritional quality of the forage,
and the plants are readily desiccated, facilitating the
formation of the straw layer (Machado and Valle 2011).
Combined with the high tolerance to water stress of
sunflower (Dutra et al., 2012), intercropping with this
species therefore, shows high potential for the production of
grain or silage (Mafakher et al., 2010) with high energy and
protein content (Mello et al., 2006; Martin et al., 2014).The
detrimental effects of soil compaction on forage productivity
for silage production in both monocropping and
intercropping systems of second crops are poorly known,
especially considering that the relations between soil
structural changes resulting from compaction and crop
productivity are complex.The present study aimed to
evaluate both the compaction of a Dystroferric Red Latosol
from the Brazilian savanna and its effects on the forage
productivity of sunflower grown in a monocropping system
or in an intercropping system with Paiaguas palisadegrass, as
a second crop.

density because of a reduction in macroporosity to 0.10 dm3
-3
-3
dm (BdcMAC) (1.43 kg dm ). However, considering the mean
standard error of the Bd values observed in T10, there is no
appreciable difference between BdT10 and BdcMAC (Figure 3).
In the same context, under thirty passes of the tractor (T30),
the value of Bd essentially decreased the LLWR to zero
(ΔBdT30-BdcLLWR = + 1.3%).
Agronomic changes to crops in forage systems
Soil compaction due to tractor traffic affected the agronomic
characteristics of the sunflower plants (Figures 4 and 5),
which in turn altered the growth environment of Paiaguas
palisadegrass in the intercropping system, thus affecting its
development (Figure 6). The height of the sunflower plants
was not affected by cropping system (mono- or
intercropping). Significant differences in plant height were
detected only between different soil compaction levels
(Figure 4).
During flowering and achene-filling stages, the
edaphoclimatic conditions increased competition with
Paiaguas palisadegrass in the intercropping system. Both the
sunflower capitulum diameter (Figure 5A) and weight of
achenes (Figure 5B) were affected by the bulk density and by
intercropping. The greatest values of these variables were
observed in the monocropping system. The sunflower
agronomic performance was therefore highly sensitive to
the tested factors. Both vegetative (Figure 4) and
reproductive (Figure 5) plant development were lower in the
intercropping system than in the monocropping system. In
addition, the Paiaguas palisadegrass development in the
intercropping system was also affected by the Bd (Figure 6).
Paiaguas palisadegrass development was affected by
sunflower development. According to the quadratic
polynomial curve fitted to the sunflower height (Figure 4),
the stem length of the Paiaguas palisadegrass was greater
(Figure 6A) and the leaf/stem ratio was lower (Figure 6B) in
treatments in which the sunflower height was greater. Grass
etiolation (stimulation of phototropism) was therefore
observed. The development of Paiaguas palisadegrass was
strongly affected by light/shade, with 54% longer stems
(Figure 6A) and a 58% lower leaf ratio (Figure 6B) for
treatment T0 compared with treatment T30.
In general, the productivity parameters of sunflower and
Paiaguas palisadegrass were greatest (Figures 4 to 6) in
response to Bd values that were close to the estimated
-3
beneficial bulk density (Bdb) value (1.29 kg dm ), with
several exceptions. The exceptions were due to the
capitulum diameter and the 1000-achene weight in the
intercropping system (Figures 5A and 5B), under the
assumption that their maximum values occurred when the
-3
bulk density was relatively low (Bd = 1.24 and 1.22 kg dm ,
respectively). In contrast, the leaf/stem ratio of Paiaguas
palisadegrass was minimal when Bd value approached the
Bdb (Figure 6B). Under this Bd, maximum sunflower plant
performance occurred (Figure 4), which negatively affected
the adequate growth of the Paiaguas palisadegrass
(interspecific competition).

Results
Soil physical properties for forage productivity
Bulk density(Bd) was affected by machine traffic (Figure 2).
The highest increase in Bd (ΔBdT0-T2 = + 17.5%) occurred
under two passes of the tractor (T2), whose impact was
diminished under subsequent passes (ΔBdT2-T30 = + 11.2%).
When the Bd results under each traffic intensity are
compared to the pedotransfer models established by
Severiano et al. (2011) (Figure 3), T0 presents a Bd value
-3
(1.14 kg dm ) that is slightly greater than the initial bulk
-3
density (Bdi) expected (1.06 kg dm ) for the studied soil (clay
-1
= 562 g kg ).
In T10, the Bd was only 2.1% lower than the critical bulk

Production of forage for ensiling
In addition to changes in the plant growth parameters, the
soil physical properties and cropping system affected forage
yields. Figure 7 shows the total dry matter (DM) productivity
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in response to both the different levels of soil compaction
and the forage cultivation system of sunflower during the
second cropping period, with polynomial quadratic fits to
the data.
For the two cropping systems tested, the DM production
-3
increased with increasing Bd, up to 1.28 kg dm , which
-1
corresponds to 4.50 and 5.51 Mg ha productivity for
sunflower grown as a monocrop or intercropped with
Paiaguas palisadegrass, respectively.
Across the entire evaluated productivity range, greater
productivity was observed for the intercropping system than
for the monocropping system (Figure 7). Notably, the
productivity losses due to soil compaction were lower for
the intercropping system (54%) than for the monocropping
system (86%).
Although intercropping resulted in increased productivity,
there were changes in the partitioning of total DM with
increasing soil compaction (Figure 8A). Initially, sunflower
was responsible for 76% of the ensiling mass, but this
percentage decreased with increasing soil compaction. Until
-3
the Bd reached 1.38 kg dm , the sunflower DM
predominated, and from then on, the Paiaguas palisadegrass
accounted for the largest forage fraction, reaching 72%
(Figure 8A).
The percentage of the forage weight constituted by achenes
decreased by 66% with increasing bulk density in the
intercropping system. Moreover, no significant effects of
bulk density on this parameter were observed in the
monocropping system (Figure 8B).

of the Oxidic Latosols of the savanna (Severiano et al., 2013).
Nevertheless, the efficiency of edaphic functions under T 2
was not severely affected by the traffic of the tractor.
In contrast, in T10, the Bd reached limiting values in terms of
3
-3
the minimum 0.10 dm dm macroporosity required for full
plant growth (BdcMAC, Severiano et al., 2011). This finding
means that, under these conditions, both the infiltration of
water into the soil and root respiration may be impaired.
Similarly, the estimated critical bulk density for plant growth
based on the least limiting water range (BdcLLWR) was
practically achieved with thirty tractor passes (T30). These
conditions imposed physical limitations on the plants at all
soil water contents in terms of air supply, water availability
,and, the resistance of the soil matrix to root growth.
Soil compaction due to tractor traffic affected the agronomic
characteristics of the sunflower plants (Figures 4 and 5),
which in turn altered the growth environment of Paiaguas
palisadegrass in the intercropping system, thus affecting the
development of the latter (Figure 6). The height of the
sunflower plants was not affected by cropping system
(mono- or intercropping); differences in plant height were
detected only between different soil compaction levels
(Figure 4).
The lack of response of sunflower in terms of plant height
between the different cropping systems occurred because
sunflower development initially responds to crop
management practices, in particular, topdressing. In
addition, Paiaguas palisadegrass, which was sown at a
greater depth than was sunflower, emerged slowly and did
not effectively compete with the sunflower plants during the
vegetative stage. This behavior is in agreement with the
results of Kichel et al. (2009).
The deleterious effects of increasing Bd and intercropping
on the sunflower capitulum diameter and 1000-achene
weight indicate that these two variables affected the
reproductive development of sunflower and demonstrated
interspecific competition effects. These results are in
agreement with those of Alves et al. (2013).
Our results showed that Bd affected the development of
Paiaguas palisadegrass in the intercropping system (Figure
6). However, several studies have demonstrated the
resilience of B. brizantha to soil compaction (Bonelli et al.,
2011; Flávio Neto et al., 2015). Considering the capability of
B. brizantha roots to penetrate compact soil, shading caused
by sunflower plants was more likely responsible for the
morphological changes in the grass rather than an increase in
Bd.
As a result of the different soil structural conditions and the
differential growth of the plants in the intercropping system,
the changes in the stem length and in the leaf/stem ratio of
Paiaguas palisadegrass may affect the final quality of the
forage. Leaves are the main nutritive components of grass,
whereas stems are fibrous components with lower
digestibility and lower use by animals (Machado and Valle
2011). Therefore, in B. brizantha, these morphological
changes due to the interspecific competition caused by Bd
may alter the forage quality of this specie. In general, most
of the plant growth parameters of the evaluated species
peaked when the Bd approached the estimated Bdb. This
fact reinforces the relevance of the Bdb indicator (Severiano
et al., 2011), which was not applicable to only a few
productivity parameters evaluated in the intercropping
system when interspecific competition began to be the
primary influence on sunflower performance.

Discussion
Two tractor passes were enough to increase the Bd, which
indicates a very high susceptibility to compaction of this
Latosol, which is essentially inevitable (Severiano et al.,
2013). For the Latosol under study (Figure 3), according to
linear regressions for estimating the levels of Bd critical for
plant growth proposed by Severiano et al. (2011) and
according to clay content values determined via ultrasonic
-1
dispersion (clay content = 562 g kg ), the soil compaction
classification (statistical moments of Bd) increased with
increasing numbers of passes of the tractor.
The studied soil presented T0 values higher than those
estimated for the Bdi. This finding can be explained by the
soil having been subjected to agricultural practices for
several years, which affects the Bdi of that soil compared
with a nonanthropized soil. Under T2, the value of Bd (1.34
-3
kg dm ) is extrapolated to 3.9% of the estimated Bdb
proposed by Severiano et al. (2011).
The LLWR represents a range of soil moisture in which the
physical restrictions on plant growth are minimal in relation
to the parameters described by it. The Bdb value is greatest
under the LLWR because of the change in a portion of the
soil macropores into micropores, improving soil water
retention. This phenomenon suggests that slight compaction
of an Oxidic Latosol may be beneficial for agricultural
systems because it improves the redistribution of water in
the soil profile (Severiano et al., 2011). Unlike that which
occurs in soils under natural conditions, this redistribution
increases both the surface area of roots in contact with the
soil and the efficiency of water and nutrient uptake (Souza
Neto et al., 2013).The increase in Bd obtained in T2 in
relation to the estimated Bdb, although not very
remarkable, confirms the high susceptibility to compaction
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Table 1. Physical and chemical properties of the Dystroferric Red Latosol from the Brazilian savanna.
(2)

Soil texture

(1)

Layer

Pd

Sand
-3

Sulfuric acid digestion
Silt

Clay

SiO2

Al2O3

Fe2O3

Ki

Kr

-1

(m)

(kg dm )

--------------------------- (g kg ) ---------------------

0-0.2

2.80

344

94

562

40.5

203.6

204.0

0.34

0.21

0.2-0.4

2.82

336

96

568

38.8

200.5

214.7

0.33

0.30

(1)

(2)

Note: Pd: The particle density determined via the volumetric flask method; The soil texture was determined via the pipette method and ultrasonic dispersion
(Vitorino et al., 2003); Ki: SiO2/Al2O3 molar ratio; Kr: SiO 2/Al2O3 + Fe2O3 molar ratio.

Fig 1. Daily rainfall (mm) and temperature (ºC) during the sunflower cropping cycle in the experimental area.
(1)

Table 2. Soil chemical breakdown of a Dystroferric Red Latosol from the Brazilian savanna .
(2)
Ca
Mg
Al
H+Al
P
K
S
Zn
B
Cu
Mn
Mo
V
-3

-3

----- cmolc dm ----1.8
Note:

1.3
(1)

0.2 m depth;

0.0
(2)

--------------- mg dm -------------4.1

V: base saturation;

2.3
(3)

52

2.4

1.4

m: aluminum saturation;

(4)

0.2

m

(3)

(4)

OM

--- % --4.0

51.6

0.1

43.3

g kg
0.0

40

-1

pH
5.2

OM: organic matter. P: determined using the Mehlich test. The pH was measured in CaCl 2.

Fig 2. Traffic effects of an agricultural tractor [soil bulk density (Bd) as a function of the number of passes (N)] on a Brazilian
savanna Latosol.
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Bdi = 1.458 - 0.00071 Clay; R2 = 0.99**
Bdb = 1.664 - 0.00067 Clay; R2 = 0.96**
BdcMAC = 1.849 - 0.00075 Clay; R2 = 0.99**
BdcLLWR=1.957 - 0.00079 Clay; R2 = 0.98**
T10 (Bd = 1.40 ±0.01 kg dm-3)

T2 (Bd = 1.34 ±0.01 kg dm-3)
2.00

T30 (Bd = 1.49 ±0.01 kg dm-3)

Bulk density (kg dm-3)

T0 (Bd = 1.14 ±0.01 kg dm-3)

1.70
1.40
1.10
0.80
100

300

500

700

900

Clay (g kg-1)

Fig 3. Initial bulk density (Bdi), beneficial density in terms of increased soil water retention (Bdb), critical density for a reduction in
3
-3
macroporosity to 0.10 dm dm (BdcMAC), and critical density for plant growth and yield based on the least limiting water range
(BdcLLWR) as a function of the clay content of Latosols of the Brazilian savanna (adapted from Severiano et al., 2011). T 0 = 0, T2 = 2,
T10 = 10 and T30 = 30 passes over the same spot. The bulk density values calculated for the Dystroferric Red Latosol were evaluated
-1
on the basis of their clay content (562 g kg ).

Fig 4. Sunflower plant height in response to different bulk densities resulting from compaction levels of a Latosol under a second
crop in the Brazilian savanna.

(A)

(B)
Monocropping:Y= -248+461Bd-182Bd2;R2=0.63*(n=16)
Intercropping:Y= -237+456Bd-187Bd2;R2=0.82**(n=16)

1000-achene weight (g)

47
42
37
32
27
1.12

1.22

1.32

1.42
-3

1.52

Bulk density (km dm )
Fig 5. Capitulum diameter (A) and 1000-achene weight (B) in response to different bulk densities resulting from different
compaction levels of a Latosol under sunflower grown via monocropping or intercropping as a second crop in the Brazilian savanna.
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(A)

(B)
Y = 25.28 - 37.69Bd + 14.67Bd2; R2 = 0.99** (n = 16)

88

1.8

76

1.6

Leaf/stem ratio

Stem length (cm)

Y = - 1467 + 2410Bd - 936Bd2; R2 = 0.96** (n = 16)

64
52
40
1.12

1.22

1.32

1.42

1.4
1.2
1.0
1.12

1.52

1.22

-3

1.32

1.42

1.52

-3

Bulk density (km dm )

Bulk density (km dm )

Fig 6. Stem length (A) and leaf/stem ratio (B) of Paiaguas palisadegrass grown via intercropping with sunflower as a second crop in
response to different bulk densities that resulted from different compaction levels of a Latosol in the Brazilian savanna.

Fig 7. Dry mass productivity of sunflower grown via monocropping or intercropping in response to different bulk densities resulting
from different levels of soil compaction of a Latosol in the Brazilian savanna.

(A)

(B)
^
Monocropping:Y
= 30.4 (nonsignificant regression)

Intercropping:Y = 77.4 - 46.4Bd; R2 = 0.77** (n = 16)

Achenes in total forage (%)

36
28
20
12
4
1.12

1.22

1.32

1.42

1.52

-3

Bulk density (km dm )
Fig 8. Biomass partitioning of forage plants grown via intercropping (A) and the percentage of sunflower achenes in the total forage
of sunflower grown via monocropping or intercropping (B) in response to different bulk densities resulting from different levels of
soil compaction of a Latosol in the Brazilian savanna.
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When the Bd approached the estimated Bdb, the DM
production was maximized. Notably, sunflower productivity
was also affected by the limitations previously discussed.
The increase in DM production with increasing compaction
shows that, in these soils, slight compaction can benefit
plant development because it promotes nutrient diffusion
and increases soil/root contact, thereby increasing crop
yields (Severiano et al., 2011). In this context, the
applicability of the pedotransfer models (Figure 3) for
sunflower cultivation in Latosols is shown for the first time.
Moreover, this fact highlights the need for new research
relating the critical Bd indexes studied with different plant
species because of the amount of agronomic information
that can be inferred from simple soil texture analyses.
The sunflower productivity values obtained were similar to
those reported by Rezende et al. (2007) and Martin et al.
(2014) for second crops. These productivity levels
demonstrate the risk of using sunflower for ensiling because
other crop species such as corn and sorghum present higher
productivity potential (Mafakher et al., 2010).
However, under conditions of a late second crop, intense
water stress may occur, which limits corn and sorghum
growth more than sunflower growth. Possatto Júnior et al.
(2013) made suggestions for agronomic planning and
suggested that sunflower could be a supplement to forage
productivity in regions and during seasons with relatively
high risks of water deficit to generate income and increase
potential land use. These ideas apply to the case for second
crops in the Brazilian savanna.
The climate conditions during the evaluated period are
considered an important factor for the dry mass yield
obtained. Water stress, especially during the sunflower
flowering stage, may have compromised crop productivity.
This effect was previously reported by Martin et al. (2014),
who obtained sunflower yield losses that were more
pronounced because of the strong dry periods beginning
during the flowering stage.
Water stress causes a series of physiological changes that
reduce photosynthesis, thus compromising
plant
development (Dutra et al., 2012). The productivity results
were therefore expected for a second crop, especially in the
absence of rain during the inflorescence (58-71) and
flowering [72-85 days after sowing (DAS)] stages, including
only 10 mm of rainfall during achene filling at 93 DAS (Figure
1).
The greater dry mass productivity of the intercropping
system compared with the monocropping system (Figure 7)
was due to the increase in grass biomass, which negatively
affected sunflower development but resulted in higher total
forage yields for ensiling, i.e., increased biomass of both
forage species. The differential productivity losses due to soil
compaction observed in both cropping systems were likely
due to the particular characteristics of the two studied crop
species in terms of soil compaction. Sunflower sensitivity to
soil compaction results in reduced plant height, stem
diameter, capitulum diameter, and, in particular, achene
production (Bayhan et al., 2002). In contrast, soil
compaction has little influence on the development of B.
brizantha (Sousa Neto et al., 2013).
It is therefore evident that in intercropping systems
comprising sunflower and Paiaguas palisadegrass, when soil
physical conditions are adequate, sunflower plants grow
better than the grass plants do and limit the growth of the
latter because of shading. Under conditions of relatively high

Bd, grass limits the development of sunflower because of
competition, thereby resulting in the agronomic changes
observed. The changes in the partitioning of total DM with
increasing soil compaction (Figure 8A) were observed
because, compared with the Paiaguas palisadegrass, the
sunflower plants more sensitive to soil compaction. Thus,
the proportion of sunflower in the resulting forage
decreased with increasing Bd, with a consequent increase in
the proportion of grass. These results are in accordance with
those of Bonelli et al. (2011). A decrease in the percentage
of achenes in the total forage as a function of Bd was
observed in the intercropping system but not in the
monocropping system (Figure 8B) because soil compaction
proportionally decreased the development of the whole
sunflower plant. Because the seeds of sunflower are oil
seeds, this decrease is expected to alter the nutritional
quality of the resulting silage produced, especially in the
components in which Paiaguas is deficient. Finally, it should
be highlighted that adopting the intercropping of sunflower
with B. brizantha in CLI systems in the Brazilian savanna
meets the needs of land use intensification by producing
forage for animals via off-season cultivation.
It is therefore suggested that planning of forage systems
consider historical land use. The previously discussed
potential productivity losses and forage partitioning
resulting from soil compaction indicate that agricultural
activity may be compromised.
Materials and Methods
Experimental area characterization
The field experiment was conducted at the Federal Institute
of Education, Science and Technology Goiano, Rio Verde
Campus, Goias state (GO) (17°48’34.25” S; 50°54’05.36” W;
731 m altitude), Brazil. The region’s climate is hot or humid
tropical (Aw) according to the Köppen classification, and the
subtype is a tropical savanna. It has dry winters and rainy
summers. The average annual temperature is 25ºC, and the
average annual rainfall is approximately 1600 mm. The rainy
season lasts from November until April, and the months with
the least amount of rainfall are June, July and August (< 50
-1
mm month ).
The soil in the experimental area is a Dystroferric Red
Latosol with a clayey texture (Santos et al., 2018). Its
physical and mineral composition, according to Vitorino et
al. (2003) and Teixeira et al. (2017), is presented in Table 1.
Before the experiment was performed, the soil acidity was
-1
adjusted by the addition of 1.5 Mg ha dolomitic limestone
on the basis of the results of soil analysis (Table 2) and in
accordance with the methods of Sousa and Lobato (2004).
The soil preparation and initial weed control were
performed via subsoiling at a depth of 0.45 m, followed by
plowing and harrowing to a depth of 0.2 m at 120 days
before sowing at the moment of liming; this alleviated any
previous soil compaction. Thirty days before the experiment
-1
was initiated, 3.0 L ha of glyphosate was applied for the
chemical control of weeds that originated from the soil seed
bank.
Experimental design and conduction of the study
A split-plot randomized complete block design with four
replications was used. The plots were 12.0 m long and 6.0 m
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wide. Four different compaction levels were tested. The
levels were quantified in terms of traffic from a John Deere
6605 tractor pulling a 4.9 Mg load. The wheel set consisted
of diagonally marked tires with the following technical
®
characteristics: front axle, 14.9-24 Pirelli TM 95 , 14.9-inch
tire width and 24 inch wheel diameter, with an inflation
pressure of 95 kPa and a mean contact pressure of 68 kPa;
®
rear axle, 18.4-34 Pirelli TM 95 , 18.4-inch tire width and
34-inch wheel diameter, with an inflation pressure of 165
kPa and a mean contact pressure of 72 kPa.
The following traffic intensities (numbers of passes of the
tractor over the same spot) were used to create soil
compaction: T0, absence of compaction; T2, two passes; T10,
ten passes; and T30, thirty passes. The tractor passes covered
the entire soil surface of the experimental plots. The traffic
treatments were performed in February when the soil water
content was close to field capacity because of rainfall that
occurred prior to the experiment, in accordance with the
procedure described by Guimarães Júnnyor et al. (2015).
Three forage systems were established in the subplots: 1.
sunflower (H. annuus L.) (Charrua hybrid) grown solely as a
monocrop; 2. sunflower and Paiaguas palisadegrass (B.
brizantha cv. BRS Paiaguas) grown in an intercropping
system; and 3. Paiaguas palisadegrass grown solely as a
monocrop. In this study, the treatments with Paiaguas
palisadegrass as a monocrop were not evaluated; only
treatments that included sunflower were considered in the
present study.
The subplots were composed of 13 lines that were 4.0 m
long and spaced 0.5 m apart. Mechanical sowing of the
second crop was performed on February 28, 2014.
Sunflower seeds were sown at a depth of 0.03 m. Paiaguas
seeds were mixed with fertilizer and sown at an estimated
depth of 0.07 m. For mechanical sowing, fertilizer that
contained palisadegrass seeds was placed in an appropriate
box. Fifteen kilograms of seeds, corresponding to 5 kg pure
-1
and viable seeds ha , were premixed with a mixture of
-1
fertilizer (350 kg ha ); the fertilizer comprised 16.5 kg of N,
90 kg of P2O5, 35 kg of K2O, 3.5 kg of Zn, and 3.2 kg of B and
0.32 kg of Mo, as urea, triple superphosphate, potassium
®
chloride, zinc sulfate and Boromol , respectively.
Thinning was performed at 21 DAS to adjust the sunflower
-1
population to 40,000 plants ha and the Paiaguas
-1
palisadegrass to 10 plants linear m in the intercrop
subplots. In the monocrop subplots, all other plants were
removed.
After the plants were established (22 and 42 DAS), fertilizer
was topdressed according to the methods of Sousa and
-1
Lobato (2004), with 30 kg N ha applied as the first
application and with 40 kg of N, 25 kg of K2O and 24 kg of S
-1
ha as urea, ammonium sulfate and potassium chloride,
respectively, applied as the second fertilization.
During the experiment, crop management practices and
plant health control were performed as needed. At
flowering, the capitula were covered to prevent bird attacks.
Rainfall and temperature data, in association with the
phenological development of sunflower, were monitored
throughout the experiment (Figure 1).

0.05 m obtained with an Uhland sampler, with 3 sampling
points along a diagonal line within three different soil layers
(0-0.05, 0.05-0.1 and 0.1-0.15 m), thereby yielding a total of
144 samples. Nonintact samples were also collected at the
described sampling points and depths and were used for
determination of the soil texture (Teixeira et al., 2017).
After they were collected, the samples were wrapped in
polyvinyl chloride plastic film. In the laboratory, the excess
soil on the edges of the aluminum cylinders was discarded,
and soil samples were then dried in an oven at 105 ºC for 48
h to determine their bulk density (Teixeira et al., 2017). As a
way of interpreting the Bd in each treatment, we
adaptations of the Bd critical indexes proposed by Severiano
et al. (2011). The pedotransfer functions suggested by those
authors were again estimated from the values of total clay
of all their evaluated Latosols, which we quantified by
ultrasonic dispersion (Vitorino et al., 2003). The adaptation
of these mathematical models was due to the presence of
pseudosilt in the studied Latosol, evidencing the difficulty of
dispersing the soil particles (Vitorino et al., 2003).
Agronomic characteristics and ensiling
The forage productivity was quantified in terms of the
increase in biomass, and ensiling was performed at 112 DAS,
when the DM concentration for both species was
approximately 35%, according to the methods of Leonel et
al. (2008) and Toruk et al. (2010). At the moment of ensiling,
ten individuals of each species per subplot were collected,
and the plant morphological development was evaluated by
quantifying the following parameters: plant height (cm),
capitulum diameter (cm) and 1000-achene weight (g) for
sunflower and stem length (cm) and the leaf/stem ratio for
Paiaguas palisadegrass.
The plants were cut at a height of 0.2 m from an area of 4.0
2
m . The forage was then weighed to determine the total
biomass, which was subsequently extrapolated to
megagrams per hectare. Forage samples from the sunflower
plants grown via intercropping with grass were kept
separate, and their DM partitioning was quantified.
Statistical analysis
The results of the agronomic and productivity parameters of
the forage versus the mean Bd of the 0-0.15 m layer were
subjected to analysis of variance. When significant effects
were observed (p<0.05), regression models were fitted to
the variation in the parameters measured for the different
Bd values via the SigmaPlot 11.0 software package.
Conclusions
The Dystroferric Red Latosol was highly susceptibility to soil
compaction, which could be predicted by the proposed
pedotransfer functions. These mathematical models were
validated for the cultivation of sunflower in Latosols. The
development and productivity of the sunflower plants
displayed drastic and differential effects under each soil
structure condition, and soil compaction led to an increased
percentage of Paiaguas palisadegrass in the ensiled forage.
The resulting forage productivity may be considered low, but
it is appropriate for the late second crop and for the soil
physical conditions evaluated. Thus, intercropping is
recommended because of its increased productivity and the

Sampling and evaluation of soil physical properties
Nine intact soil samples were collected from all plots
following sowing for the determination of bulk density via
volumetric rings with a diameter of 0.064 m and a height of
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possibility of indirect pasture renewal following the forage
harvest.

characteristics of corn, sunflower and corn-sunflower
mixture silages. Asian J Anim Vet Adv. 5(2):175-179.
Martha Junior GB, Alves E, Contini E (2011) Dimensão
econômica de sistemas de integração lavoura-pecuária.
Pesq Agropec Bras. 46(10):1117-1126.
Martin TN, Pavinato OS, Menezes LFG, Santi AL, Bertoncelli
P, Ortiz S, Ludwig RL (2014) Utilização de cálcio e boro na
produção de grãos e silagem de girassol. Semin Cienc
Agrar. 35(supl):2699-2710.
Mello R, Nörnberg JL, Restle J, Neumann M, Queiroz AC,
Costa PB, Magalhães ALR, David DB (2006) Características
fenológicas, produtivas e qualitativas de híbridos de
girassol em diferentes épocas de semeadura para
produção de silagem. R Bras Zootec. 35(3):672-682.
Possatto Junior O, Neumann M, Rossi ES, Hunger H, Faria
MV (2013) Genetic characters of sunflower (Helianthus
annuus L.) aiming the improvement for whole plant silage.
Appl Res & Agrotec. 6(2):113-119.
Rezende AV, Evangelista AR, Valeriano A R, Siqueira GR,
Vilela HH, Lopes J (2007) Valor nutritivo de silagens de seis
cultivares de girassol em diferentes idades de corte. Ciênc
Agrotec. 31(3):896-902.
Santos HG, Jacomine PKT, Anjos LHC, Oliveira VA,
Lumbreras, JF, Coelho MR, Almeida, JA, Araujo Filho KC,
Oliveira JB, Cunha TJF (2018) Sistema Brasileiro de
Classificação de Solos (5 ed), Brasília: Embrapa Solos.
Severiano EC, Oliveira GC, Dias Junior MS, Costa KAP, Silva
FG, Ferreira Filho SM (2011) Structural changes in Latosols
of the Cerrado region: I – relationships between soil
physical properties end least water range. R Bras Ci Solo.
35(3):773-782.
Severiano EC, Oliveira GC, Dias Junior MS, Curi N, Costa KAP,
Carducci CE (2013) Preconsolidation pressure, soil water
retention characteristics and texture of Latosols in the
Brazilian Cerrado. Soil Res. 51(3):193-202.
Silva JFG, Severiano EC, Costa KAP, Benites VM, Guimarães
Júnnyor WS, Bento JC (2014) Chemical and physical-hydric
characterisation of a red Latosol after five years of
management during the summer between-crop season. R
Bras Ci Solo. 38(5):1576-1586.
Silva PCG, Foloni JSS, Fabris LB, Tiritan CS (2009) Fitomassa e
relação C/N em consórcios de sorgo e milho com espécies
de cobertura. Pesq Agropec Bras. 44(11):1504-1512.
Sousa Neto EL, Pierangeli MAP, Lal R (2013) Compaction of
an Oxisol and chemical composition of palisade grass. R
Bras Ci Solo. 37(4):928-935.
Sousa DMG, Lobato E (2004) Cerrado: correção do solo e
adubação. Brasília: Embrapa Cerrados.
Teixeira PC, Donagemma GK, Fontana A, Teixeira, WG (eds.)
(2017) Manual de métodos de análise de solo (3 ed)
Brasília: Embrapa.
Toruk F, Gonulol E, Kayisoglu B, Koc F (2010) Effects of
compaction and maturity stages on sunflower silage
quality. Afr J Agric Res. 5(1):55-59.
Vitorino ACT, Ferreira MM, Curi N, Lima JM, Silva MLN,
Motta PEF (2003) Mineralogia, química e estabilidade de
agregados do tamanho de silte de solos da Região Sudeste
do Brasil. Pesq Agropec Bras. 38(1):133-141.

Conflicts of interest
The authors declare that no financial or other competing
conflicts of interest exist.
Acknowledgments
We would like to thank the Instituto Federal Goiano for
financial support and the Fundação de Amparo a Pesquisa
do Estado de Goiás (Foundation for Research Support of the
State of Goias - Edital 003/2013) for granting scholarships to
the first author.
References
Alves GS, Tartaglia FL, Rosa JC, Lima PC, Cardoso GD, Beltrão
NEM (2013) Períodos de interferência das plantas
daninhas na cultura do girassol em Rondônia. R Bras Eng
Agr Amb. 17(3):275-282.
Bayhan Y, Kayisoglu B, Gonulol E (2002) Effect of soil
compaction on sunflower growth. Soil Till Res. 68(1):31-38.
Bonelli EA, Silva EMB, Cabral CEA, Campos JJ, Scaramuzza
WLMP, Polizel AC (2011) Compactação do solo: efeitos nas
características produtivas e morfológicas dos capins Piatã
e Mombaça. R Bras Eng Agr Ambient. 15(3):264-269.
Ceccon G, Staut LA, Sagrilo E, Machado LAZ, Nunes DP, Alves
VB (2012) Legumes and forage species sole or
intercropped with corn in soybean-corn succession in
Midwestern Brazil. R Bras Ci Solo. 37(1):204-212.
Dutra CC, Prado EAF, Paim LR, Scalons SPQ (2012)
Desenvolvimento de plantas de girassol sob diferentes
condições de fornecimento de água. Semin Cienc Agrar.
33(supl. 1):2657-2668.
Flávio Neto J, Severiano EC, Costa KAP, Guimarães Junnyor
WS, Gonçalves WG, Andrade R (2015) Biological soil
loosening by grasses from genus Brachiaria in croplivestock integration. Acta Sci Agron. 37(3):375-383.
Guimarães Junnyor WS, Severiano EC, Silva AG, Gonçalves
WG, Andrade R, Martins BRR, Custódio GD (2015) Sweet
sorghum performance affected by soil compaction and
sowing time as a second crop in the Brazilian Cerrado. R
Bras Ci Solo. 39(6):1744-1754.
Kichel NA, Costa JAA, Almeida RG (2009) Cultivo simultâneo
de capins com milho na safrinha: produção de grãos, de
forragem e de palhada para plantio direto. Documentos
177, Campo Grande: Embrapa Gado de Corte.
Leonel FP, Pereira JC, Costa MG, Marco Junior P, Lara LA,
Ribeiro MD, Silva CJ (2008) Consórcio capim-braquiária e
milho: produtividade das culturas e características
qualitativas das silagens feitas com plantas em diferentes
idades. R Bras Zootec. 37(12):2233-2242.
Macedo MCM (2009) Integração lavoura e pecuária: o
estado da arte e inovações tecnológicas. R Bras Zootec.
38(supl. especial):133-146.
Machado LAZ, Valle CB (2011) Desempenho agronômico de
genótipos de capim-braquiária em sucessão à soja. Pesq
Agropec Bras. 46(11):1454-1462.
Mafakher E, Meskarbashee M, Hassibi P, Mashayekhi MR
(2010) Study of chemical composition and quality

1139

