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Abstract
Experiments were conducted on pot marigold (Calendula officinalis L.) plants grown under glasshouse conditions to study
interactions between Cd and Zn and the effects of these on the respective concentrations of these metals in plant tissues (leaves and
petals). A factorial experiment with two factors (Cd and Zn) at five concentrations (0, 1, 5, 10, 15 mg kg-1) was carried out. Cadmium
was applied as CdSO4·8/3H2O and Zn as ZnSO4·7H2O. Increasing Cd and Zn additions to the soil resulted in an increase in the
concentration of Cd and Zn in plant tissues, as well as in the amounts of Cd and Zn extracted by diethylene triamine penta-acetic
acid–triethanol amine (DTPA–TEA). Significant inhibitory effects of Zn on Cd concentration in the leaves occurred at levels above 5
mg Zn kg-1 soil. Zinc concentrations in the leaves decreased, while those in the petals increased with increasing rates of applied Cd.
Cd application increased the Cd/Zn ratio and Zn application reduced the Cd/Zn ratio of plant tissue. DTPA–TEA-extractable Cd and
Zn significantly correlated with the Cd and Zn concentrations within the leaves and petals, indicating that such determinations could
be used to predict Cd and Zn concentrations in the plant tissues of pot marigold.
Keywords: Cadmium; Cd–Zn interactions; DTPA–TEA; Calendula officinalis (L); Pot marigold; Zinc.
Abbreviations: AAS, Atomic absorption spectrophotometry; DTPA–TEA, diethylene triamine penta-acetic acid–triethanol amine.

Introduction
Cadmium (Cd) is a widespread pollutant and one of the most
toxic heavy metals in the environment due to its high
mobility and toxicity at low concentration (Adriano 1986;
Farmer and Farmer 2000; Wagner 1993). Cadmium
contamination in soils has been reported to be the main
constraint for food safety and agricultural land quality (Atafar
et al. 2010). Cadmium is an abiotic stress responsible proteins
(Kamal et al. 2010). Zinc (Zn) is an essential trace element
for plants and animals, but is toxic when present at high
levels. Cadmium and Zn are elements having similar
geochemical and environmental properties; their chemical
similarity can lead to interaction between Cd and Zn during
plant uptake, transport from roots to the aerial parts, or
accumulation in edible parts (Das et al. 1997). Antagonistic
effects have been reported (McLaughlin and Singh 1999). It
is generally accepted that Zn status in soils and plants plays
an important role in Cd accumulation in crop plants (Grant
and Bailey 1997; Oliver et al. 1997; Sarwar et al. 2010).
Interactions between Cd and Zn and their accumulation in
plant parts in solution culture or in pot experiments have been
reported (Coughtrey et al. 1979; Smilde et al. 1992; Mckenna
et al. 1993; Moraghan 1993; Dudka et al. 1994; Long et al.
2003; Chizzola and Mitterenger 2005; Mohammad and
Moheman 2009). Several medicinal plants manifest a
tendency to take up higher amounts of Cd than do other
useful plants. Pot marigold (Calendula officinalis) is a

medicinal plant and is used for the treatment of skin disorders
and pain, as well as a bactericide, antiseptic and antiinflammatory (Isaac 2000). The objectives of this research
were to examine the interactions of Cd and Zn and the effects
on their respective concentrations in leaves, and petals of pot
marigold
Materials and methods
Pot experiments
Pot experiments were conducted under glasshouse conditions
at the Agricultural University of Athens to study the
interaction between Cd and Zn on the concentration of these
metals in leaves and petals of pot marigold as affected by
different applications of Cd and Zn to the soil. The
experiment was carried out twice, in the spring and early
summer of 2008 (four months) and then in the spring and
early summer of 2009 (four months). For the experiments,
pot marigold seeds of the variety Orange King were used.
The seeds were sown in seed trays of 20 compartments, in a
peat and perlite medium (1:1 v/v). After three weeks, when
the plants had reached approximately 5 cm in length (with
four leaves each), they were transplanted into the
experimental pots. The pots were black plastic containers 14
cm in diameter and volume 0.5 L, filled with peat and perlite
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Table 1. Sources of variance in Cd and Zn concentration, in leaves and petals in Cd- and Zn-treated pot marigold plants
Leaves
Petals
Cd
Zn
Cd
Zn
Main effects
Cd application
***
***
***
***
Zn application
***
***
***
***
Interaction
Cd × Zn
***
***
***
***
*** Significant F at p ≤0.0001
medium (1:1 v/v), with organic matter content 90% - 95%,
electrical conductivity 0.3 S m-3, pH 5.6, and 0.5 mg kg-1 Cd
extractable by diethylene triamine penta-acetic acid–
triethanol amine (DTPA-TEA). This medium was used in all
treatments. A factorial experiment with a randomized
complete block design with two factors (Cd and Zn) and five
levels (0, 1, 5, 10, 15 mg kg-1) for each factor was conducted.
This resulted in there being 25 different combinations for the
plant treatments. Each treatment was replicated five times
(125 pots totally). Cadmium was applied as CdSO4·8/3H2O
and Zn as ZnSO4·7H2O. Twice a week after transplanting, Cd
and Zn were added in a volume of 20 ml per pot. Fertilization
of the pots was performed approximately every two weeks,
using a commercial fertilizer (NUTRILEAF-60) with 2 mg
N, 2 mg P2O5, and 2 mg K2O for each pot.

data were subjected to Duncan’s Multiple Range Test to
determine statistical significance of the effects due to
treatments with Cd, Zn and their interaction. Bartlett’s chisquared test showed that combining the data from both
cultivated periods was acceptable. In the analysis that
follows, all values given are the average of the data of the
two experimental periods combined.
Results
An overview of the influence of Cd, Zn and their
combination according to a factorial ANOVA is given in
Table 1.
Effects of Cd and Zn interaction on the concentration of Cd
in leaves and petals

Plant analysis
The plants began to flower the third week after
transplantation. During the blooming period, flowers were
clipped off then petals were removed from the flowers and
oven dried at 50°C to constant weight and ground in a
stainless steel Wiley mill. The collection of flowers continued
for approximately 10 weeks. At the end of the experiment,
approximately 4 months after transplanting, the aerial parts of
the plants were harvested. Leaves were separated from stems,
oven-dried at 50°C to constant weight and ground in a
stainless steel Wiley mill. Dry ground plant tissues (leaves
and petals) (0.5 g) were placed in beakers and ashed at
450°C. The residue was dissolved in 5 ml of 6N HC1. Zinc
and Cd were determined by flame atomic absorption
spectrophotometry (AAS) (Varian, A-300; Varian Techtron
Pty. Limited, Australia) at 213.9 nm and 228.8 nm
wavelength, respectively, using an air-acetylene flame (Baker
and Amacher, 1982). Deuterium background correction was
used.

Cadmium concentrations in the leaves and petals of pot
marigold are shown in Fig. 1. Cadmium ranged between 12
and 13 mg kg-1 in leaves and between 4 and 6 mg kg-1 in
petals in plants not treated with this element. The addition of
Cd to the soil led to a significant increase of the concentration
of this metal to 372 mg kg-1 in leaves with 15 mg Cd kg-1 and
0 mg Zn kg-1 treatment and to 90 mg kg-1 in petals with 15
mg Cd kg-1 and 5 mg Zn kg-1 treatment. Fig. 1 reveals that the
Cd concentration in leaves was much higher than in petals.
This difference ranged from 40% to 87% under different Cd
and Zn applications. A significant reduction of Cd
concentration in leaves under various Zn treatments was
observed at 15 mg Cd kg-1 . In general, the Cd concentration
in leaves decreased significantly with increasing Zn
application (Fig. 1). Specifically, at 1 mg Cd kg-1, the Cd
concentration in leaves significantly decreased with Zn
applications above 5 mg kg-1. At 5, 10, 15 mg Cd kg-1, any
addition of Zn significantly reduced the Cd concentration in
leaves. At 15 mg Cd kg-1, all applications of Zn significantly
reduced the Cd concentration in leaves to the same extent.

Soil analysis
At the end of each experiment, samples of air-dried soil from
each pot were passed through a 500 μm plastic sieve and
analyzed for extractable Cd and Zn using DTPA−TEA
method following the procedure of Lindsay and Norvell
(1978). 0.005M DTPA, 0.01M.1M TEA and CaCl2, was
adjusted to 7.3 with hydrochloric (HCl). Ten grams of soil
and 20 ml DTPA-TEA extracting solution were placed in
stoppered polyethylene flasks and placed on a horizontal
shaker (240 oscillations/minute) for 2 hours. The suspensions
were then filtered by gravity through Whatman no. 42 filter
paper and the filtrates were analyzed for Cd and Zn.
Statistical analysis
Statistical analysis was carried out with STATISTICATM
version 8.0 (StatSoft 2008) for all the parameters studied. All

Effects of Cd and Zn interaction on the concentration of Zn
in leaves and petals
Fig. 2 shows Zn concentration in the pot marigold plants.
Zinc concentration ranged between 102 and 119 mg kg−1 in
leaves and between 62 and 88 mg kg−1 in petals not treated
with this element. The addition of Zn increased the
concentration of this metal to 373 mg kg-1 in the leaves with
15 mg Zn kg-1and 0 mg Cd kg-1 treatment and to 205 mg kg-1
in the petals with 15 mg Cd kg-1 and 5 mg Zn kg-1 treatment.
The Cd concentration in leaves with 0 mg Cd kg-1, 1 mg Cd
kg-1 and 5 mg Cd kg-1 treatments was significantly reduced at
10 mg Zn kg-1 and 15 mg Zn kg-1 application rates (Fig. 2).
With 15 mg Cd kg-1 treatment, the Zn concentration in leaves
at the 15 mg Zn kg-1 application rate increased significantly
compared to the Zn concentration at the same Zn application
rate but with the 5 mg Cd kg-1 treatment.
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Fig 1. Cd concentration in leaves and petals of pot marigold
plants with different additions of Cd and Zn to soil medium.
Different letters indicate a significant difference at p<0.05
according to Duncan’s multiple range test.
A different pattern of the effect of Cd application on Zn
concentration in petals was detected. Zinc concentrations in
petals generally increased with increasing Cd application as
presented in Fig 2.
Application of Cd increased the Cd/Zn ratio in plant tissues
(leaves and petals) of pot marigold plants (Fig. 3), while
application of Zn reduced the Cd/Zn ratio. The Cd/Zn ratio
with the high Cd rate (15 mg Cd kg-1) was 3.5 at 0 mg Zn kg1
in leaves and 0.40 at 15 mg Zn kg-1 in petals.
Cd/Zn ratio in leaves and petals
Increasing the applied Cd/Zn ratio in the soil resulted in a
corresponding increase in the Cd/Zn ratio in leaves and
petals, as indicated in Fig 3. The results show that when the
applied Cd/Zn ratio approached unity, the Cd/Zn ratio ranged
from 0.64 to 0.89 in leaves (not statistically different) and
from 0.24 to 0.40 in petals (not statistically different).

Fig 2. Zn concentration in leaves and petals of pot marigold
plants with different additions of Cd and Zn to soil medium.
Different letters indicate significant difference at p<0.05
according to Duncan’s multiple range test.

Effects of Cd and Zn interactions on extractable Cd and Zn
The addition of Cd led to a significant increase of extractable
Cd by DTPA-TEA, with a value of 237 mg kg-1 at 15 mg Cd
kg-1 and 0 mg Zn kg-1 (Fig 4).
No significant differences were detected in extractable Cd
with Cd at 0 mg Cd kg-1 and 1 mg Cd kg-1 between any of the
Zn application rates. At 5 mg Cd kg-1, 10 mg Cd kg-1 and 15
mg Cd kg-1 treatments, the extractable Cd was significantly
reduced.
The addition to the soil of Zn led to significant increase of
extractable Zn by DTPA-TEA, with a value of 162 mg kg-1 at
0 mg Cd kg-1 and 15 mg Zn kg-1 (Fig 4).
Discussion
Visual examination of treated pot marigold plants did not
reveal symptoms of toxicity or nutrient deficiency of plants
over the two growing periods studied. Plants grown on
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Fig 3. Cd/Zn ratio with different additions of Cd and Zn to
soil medium. Different letters indicate significant difference
at p<0.05 according to Duncan’s multiple range test.

Fig 4. Extractable Cd and Zn by DTPA-TEA with different
additions of Cd and Zn to soil medium. Different letters
indicate significant difference at p<0.05 according to
Duncan’s multiple range test.

uncontaminated soils usually contain less than 0.2 mg kg-1 Cd
and maximum tolerable levels for Cd in agricultural soils
proposed in various countries range from 1.6 to 3 mg Cd kg-1
(Kabata-Pendias and Pendias 1992). The interaction of Cd
and Zn has been reported to be antagonistic by some
researchers (Li et al. 1990; Long et al. 2003) but synergistic
by others (Piotrowska et al. 1994; Salt et al. 1995; Nan et al.
2002). Perronnet et al. (2003) reported that Cd and Zn were
distributed differently within the hyperaccumulating plant
Thlaspi caerulescens and that the partitioning of these
elements varied with plant age and organ. In wheat (Triticum
aestivum L. and T. turgidum L. var. durum) at the level of the
root cell membrane, Cd and Zn show a competitive
interaction, indicating a common transport system (Hart et al.
2002). Various results have been reported concerning the
interactions between the accumulation of Cd and Zn.
Cadmium accumulation may or may not be influenced by
increasing Zn supply. Great differences occur among species
and even between different varieties of the same species
(Grant and Bailey 1997). Some researchers found that Zn
supply can inhibit Cd adsorption and thereby cause a low Cd
concentration in plants (Adriano 1986; Nan et al. 2002).
Results from the present work showed that Cd concentration
in the studied plant tissues of pot marigold were largely
dependent on the Zn level. Cadmium concentration in leaves

decreased significantly with increasing Zn application to the
soil (Fig. 1). However, no growth depression was detected,
although considerable Cd concentrations were found in the
plants. Therefore, this heavy metal was highly mobile and
available to the plants, and thus pot marigold can be
considered a Cd-accumulating plant. Low soil pH is a major
factor favouring the uptake of heavy metals (Kabata-Pendias
and Pendias 1992). In the present study, as the pH was 5.6,
the availability of Cd could also be explained by a soil pH
effect because the Cd was added to the soil throughout the
growing period. The Zn status seems to be important for Cd
accumulation and partition in the plant in that Zn deficiency
favours Cd accumulation by the plant (Grant and Bailey
1997; Welch et al. 1999). The Zn levels in leaves and petals
of our pot marigold plants were certainly sufficient, as they
were within a normal range for plants not supplied with
additional Zn and the plants showed vigorous growth.
Cadmium and Zn might be considered chemically similar
elements because they have similar ionic structure and
electronegativities, and may influence each other in plant
uptake and accumulation, but they play quite different roles
in the plant’s metabolism. Zinc is a micronutrient, whereas
Cd is toxic and ordinarily is found at very low concentrations
in the plant; usually, the Zn concentration is more than 100
times the Cd level (Chaney et al. 1999). However, they have
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Fig 5. The relationship between Cd (a) and Zn (b) extracted
by DTPA-TEA and their respective concentrations in pot
marigold leaves.

Fig 6. The relationship between Cd (a) and Zn (b) extracted
by DTPA-TEA and their respective concentrations in pot
marigold petals.

different ionic radii (Zn2+ = 0.074 nm, Cd2+ = 0.097 nm); this
difference may play a role in plant selectivity for Zn. In other
words, the reduced uptake of Cd as a result of the addition of
Zn addition in our work might result from competitive
transport and absorption interaction between these two ions.
Zinc levels usually range between 20 to 100 mg kg-1 and
maximum tolerable levels for Cd in agricultural soils
proposed in various countries ranged from 150 to 300 mg Zn
kg-1 (Kabata-Pendias and Pendias 1992). In Thlaspi species,
the Zn concentrations were not affected by Cd supply (Ozturk
et al. 2003). In short-term experiments in young poppy plants
(Papaver somniferum L.), the simultaneous addition of Cd
and Zn to the nutrient solution or to the soil did not decrease
the Cd content of the plants (Chizzola 1997). In sunflower
(Helianthus annuus L.), even a supply of 10 mg kg−1 Cd in
the substrate did not influence the Zn content in the aerial
organs (Simon 1998). Grejtovsky and Pirc (2000) reported
that the addition of Cd resulted in a suppressed Zn content in
the diploid chamomile variety ‘Novbona’ but not in the
tetraploid ‘Lutea’. On the other hand, in barley (Hordeum
vulgare L.) grown in nutrient solution, the presence of Cd
enhanced the shoot Zn concentration (Girling and Peterson
1981), presumably as a consequence of growth inhibition and
a subsequent dilution effect. Our study failed to record a
reduced Zn concentration with increasing Cd supply in leaves
and petals, except in leaves at rates of Cd lower than 5 mg kg1
. Extractable Cd and Zn by DTPA-TEA was highly correla-

ted with Cd and Zn concentration in leaves and petals,
indicating that this extractant may be useful for predicting Cd
and Zn concentrations in leaves and petals of pot marigold
plants (Fig. 5, 6). Moustakas et al. (2001) and Akoumianakis
et al. (2008) reported that this extractant may also be used for
predicting Cd concentrations in lettuce, radish, cucumber,
endive and rocket plants.
References
Adriano DC (1986) Trace elements in the terrestrial
environment. Springer-Verlag: Berlin.
Akoumianakis KA, Passam HC, Barouchas PE, Moustakas
NK (2008) Effect of cadmium on yield and cadmium
concentration in the edible tissue of endive (Cichorium
endivia L.) and rocket (Eruca sativa Mill.). Int J Food Agri
Environ 6(3&4): 201–209.
Atafar Z, Mesdaghinia A, Nouri J, Homaee M, Yunesian M,
Ahmadimoghaddam M, Mahvi H (2010) Effect of fertilizer
application on soil heavy metal concentration. Environ
Monit Assess 160: 83–89.
Baker DE, Amacher MC (1982) Nickel, copper, zinc and
cadmium. In: Methods of soil analysis. AL Page, RH
Miller, DR Keeney (eds), Part 2. American Society of
Agronomy, Madison WI, pp. 323-334.

281

Chaney RL, Ryan JA, Li YM and Brown SL (1999) Soil
cadmium as a threat to human health. In: McLaughlin MJ
and Singh BR (eds) Cadmium in soils and plants, pp 219246. Kluwer Academic Publishers: Dordrecht, the
Netherlands.
Chizzola R (1997) Comparative cadmium uptake and mineral
composition of cadmium-treated Papaver somniferum,
Triticum durum, and Phaseolus vulgaris. J App Bot 71:
147–153.
Chizzola R Mitterenger U (2005) Cadmium and zinc
interactions in trace element accumulation in chamomile. J
Plant Nutr 28: 1383-1396.
Coughtrey PJ, Jones CH, Martin MH and Shales SW (1979)
Litter accumulation in woodlands contaminated by Pb, Zn,
Cd and Cu. Oecologia 39: 51-60.
Das P, Samantaray S, Rout GR (1997) Studies on cadmium
toxicity in plants: a review. Environ Pollut 98: 29-36.
Dudka S, Piotrowska M, Chlopecka A (1994) Effect of
elevated concentrations of Cd and Zn in soil on spring
wheat yield and the metal contents of the plants. Water Air
Soil Poll 76: 333-341.
Farmer AA, Farmer AM (2000) Concentration of cadmium,
lead and zinc in livestock feed and organs around a metal
production center in eastern Kazakhstan. Sci Total Environ
257: 53-60.
Girling CA, Peterson PJ (1981) The significance of the
cadmium species in uptake and metabolism of cadmium in
crop plants. J Plant Nutrition 3: 707–720.
Grant CA, Bailey LD (1997) Effects of phosphorous and zinc
fertilizer management on cadmium accumulation in
flaxseed. J Sci Food and Agric 73: 307–314.
Grejtovsky A, Pirc R (2000) Effect of high cadmium
concentrations in soil on growth, uptake of nutrients and
some heavy metals of Chamomilla recutita (L.). J Appl
Bot 74: 169–174.
Hart JJ, Welch RM, Norvell WA, Kochian LV (2002)
Transport interactions between cadmium and zinc in roots
of bread and durum wheat seedlings. Physiologia
Plantarum 116: 73–78.
Isaac O (2000) Marigold - A well-known medicinal herb
under newest considerations [Die ringelblume - Eine alte
arzneipflaze neubetracget]. Zeitschrift fur Phytotherapie
21: 138-142.
Kabata-Pendias A, Pendias H (1992) Trace elements in soils
and plants, 2nd edition, Levis Publ Inc. 365pp.
Li SL, Wang HX, Wu YS (1990) Antagonistic effect of zinc
on cadmium in water hyacinth. Acta Scientiae
Circumstantiae 10: 244-249.
Linsday WL, Norvell WA (1978) Development of a DTPA
soil test for zinc, iron, manganese and copper. Soil Sci Soc
Am J 31: 421-428.
Long XX, Yang XE, Ni WZ, Ye ZQ, He ZL, Calvert DV,
Stoffela JP (2003) Assesing zinc thresholds for phytotoxic
and potential dietary toxicity in selected vegetable crops.
Commun Soil Sci Plant Anal 34: 1421-1434.
Mohammad A, Moheman A (2009) The effects of cadmium
and zinc interactions on the accumulation and tissue
distribution of cadmium and zinc in tomato (Lycopersicon
esculentum Mill.). Arch of Agron Soil Sci 56(5): 551-561.
Kamal AHM, Kim KH, Shin KW, Choi JS, Baik BK,
Tsujimoto H, Heo HY, Park CS, Woo SH (2010) Abiotic
stress responsive proteins of wheat grain determined using
proteomics technique. Aust J Crop Sci 4: 196-208.
McKenna IM, Chaney RL, Williams FM (1993) The effects
of cadmium and zinc interactions on the accumulation and
tissue distribution of zinc and cadmium in lettuce and
spinach. Environ Pollut 79:113-120.

McLaughlin MJ, Singh BR (1999) Cadmium in soils and
plants. Kluwer Academic Publishers: Dordrecht, the
Netherlands, pp. 257-267
Moraghan JT (1993) Accumulation of cadmium and selected
elements in flax seed grown on a calcareous soil. Plant Soil
150: 61–68.
Moustakas NK, Akoumianakis KA, Passam HC (2001)
Cadmium accumulation and its effect on the yield of
lettuce, radish and cucumber. Commun Soil Sci Plant Anal
32:1793-1802.
Nan Z, Li J, Zhang J, Cheng G (2002) Cadmium and zinc
interactions and their transfer in soil crop system under
actual field conditions. Sci Total Environ 285: 187–195.
Oliver DP, Wilhem NS, McFarlan JD, Tiller KG, Cozens GD
(1997) Effect of soil and foliar applications of zinc on Cd
concentration in wheat grain. Aust J Exp Agric 37: 103–
07.
Ozturk L, Karanlik S, Ozkutlu F, Cakmak I, Kochian LV
(2003) Shoot biomass and zinc/cadmium uptake for
hyperaccumulator and non-accumulator Thlaspi species in
response to growth on a zinc-deficient calcareous soil.
Plant Science 164: 1095–1101.
Perronnet K, Schwartz C, Morel JL (2003) Distribution of
cadmium and zinc in the hyperaccumulator Thlaspi
caerulescens grown on multicontaminated soil. Plant Soil
249: 19–25.
Piotrowska M, Dudka S, Chilopecka A (1994) Effect of
elevated concentrations of Cd and Zn in soil on spring
wheat yield and metal contents of plants. Water Air Soil
Pollut 76: 333-341.
Salt DE, Blaylock M, Kumar NPB (1995) Phytoremediation:
a novel strategy for the removal of toxic elements from the
environment using plant. Biotechnology 13: 468-474.
Sarwar N, Saifullah, Sukhdev SM, Munir HZ, Asif N, Sadia
B, Ghulam F (2010) Role of mineral nutrition in
minimizing cadmium accumulation by plants (Review). J
Sci Food Agric 90: 925-937.
Simon L (1998) Cadmium accumulation and distribution in
sunflower plant. J Plant Nutrition 21: 341–352.
Smilde KW, van Luit B, van Driel W (1992) The extraction
by soil and absorption by plants of applied zinc and
cadmium. Plant and Soil 143: 233-238.
StatSoft Inc (1998) STATISTICA for Windows. StatSoft
Inc., Tulsa, OK.
Wagner GJ (1993) Accumulation of cadmium in crop plants
and its consequences to human health. Adv Agron 51: 173213.
Welch RM, Hart JJ, Norvell LA, Sullivan LA, Kochian LV
(1999) Effect of nutrient solution zinc activity on net
uptake, translocation, and root export of cadmium and zinc
by separated sections of intact durum wheat (Triticum
turgidum L.) seedlings roots. Plant Soil 208: 243–250.

282

